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M any of us do not equate forestry, which involves the 
cutting down of trees, with land conservation and the 
protection of wildlife.  But in fact forestry, when done 
with methods that provide for sustainable harvests and 

which do not degrade the overall ecological health of a piece of land, is 
an important tool of land conservation.   One of the guiding documents 
for large landscape conservation in New England is  Harvard Forest’s  
Wildlands and Woodlands: A Vision for the New England Landscape 
(you can find this on line at  http://www.wildlandsandwoodlands.org/, 
or, take the opportunity to visit Harvard Forest to pick up a copy and 
visit the exquisite dioramas documenting New England Forest history 
at the Fisher Museum there).   The Wildlands and Woodlands vision 
calls for the long-term goal of retaining 70 percent of New England in 
forestland, permanently free from development.  To accomplish this, 
the majority of this land must remain in private ownership, with active 
forestry providing jobs and taxes for the local economy, and, more 
importantly, providing wood products in a sustainable manner to the 
region, the nation, and the world.    

The New England Forestry Foundation’s New England Forests: The 
Path to Sustainability (www.newenglandforestry.org/our-initiatives/
forestry-report) provides a working “big picture” of the benefits and 
opportunities of a renewed regional timber economy and the role it can 
play in conserving the forests of the region.  Each of us in New 
England on average consumes over a ton of wood products every year 
in the form of building materials, paper, energy and other products – 
but in Massachusetts only about 6% of this wood fiber comes from 
within the state.   Our wood products are increasingly coming from 
regions such as Latin America and Asia where conservation and 
sustainability efforts are far less than what we have in place here.  
By not using our forests more actively for wood products we are, in 
effect, exporting economic opportunity and the negative environmental 
consequences of poor timber harvesting practices to other parts of the 
world.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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On Friday, August 21st the 320 
acre Plimpton Community Forest 
project was formally completed, 
conserving 281 acres of land with 
the town of Sturbridge and the 
remaining acreage in Brookfield 
with the Massachusetts Division 
of Fish and Game.  The Trust for 
Public Land worked with 
multiple partners and funders to 
make this project possible, 
securing funding from the United 
States Forest Service, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs and 
Division of Fish and Game, the 
town of Sturbridge through its 
Community Preservation Act 
funds, and private donors 
including Hamilton Rod and Gun 
Club of Sturbridge who actively 
advocated and raised private 
funds for this project.   Opacum 
Land Trust is a partner in this 
project taking on the major 
responsibility of upholding the 
conservation restriction placed on 
the 281 acres of this parcel in 
Sturbridge, to ensure that it is 
kept as conservation land and  
that its natural and historical 
resources are protected in 
perpetuity. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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I n the last newsletter, I wrote about stewardship and 
invited you to join our “Stew Club”.  Thank you to 
those who have responded so far and if you’re 

interested, our first meeting is going to be on Thursday, 
October 1st, from 8:00 to 9:00 am, upstairs at the Old 
Sturbridge Village Oliver Wight Tavern’s “Hospitality 
Room”.  Enter through the bake shop doors opposite 
the visitor center.  Coffee and a light breakfast will be 
provided  

The Stew Club will function as eyes and ears along our 
trails and on our properties.  Our work will be based on 
your ideas and input as to how to meet Opacum’s 
responsibilities as the owner of conservation land.   

One reason Opacum conserves land is to promote 
diversity, be it topography, water features, forest, other 
plant life or wildlife. Some properties have been our 
responsibility for most of our 15 years as a land trust.  
Mother Nature has marched on and here, in New 
England, she moves towards “Old Growth Forest” in a 
process called succession unless there is some sort of 
disturbance.  These disruptions, natural or manmade, 
do happen and contribute to the diversity that we find 
attractive.  In some cases, maintaining diversity 
depends on returning vegetative growth to a previous 
stage of succession.   

This brings us to another facet of Stewardship.  In 
broad terms it would fall under Forest Management but 
what we are really talking about is Vegetation 
Management.  Keep in mind that management can 
mean anything from hands-off, let Nature take her 
course, to stewardship activities like maintaining a 
meadow through occasional mowing, removing 
invasive species or thinning to improve mass 
production for wildlife. 

According to Mass Audubon’s State of the Birds 
Report, birds that nest in shrub lands are showing some 
of the steepest declines of any species.  We are lacking 
this stage of succession in our present day landscape.  
Early successional habitats have an overwhelming 
presence of sun loving grasses, wildflowers, shrubs and 
pioneer trees as birch and popular.  Over the years the 
presence of these plants diminishes, shade increases 
and the area matures towards a forest.  Most of 
Opacum’s properties are now vegetated by more shade 
tolerant species. 

We have been working on Forest Stewardship Plans for 
all of our properties, completed with state funding 

made available through the DCR Forest Landowner 
Assistance initiative. Through this initiative, woodland 
owners have the ability to access funding or 
information for a spectrum of needs such as carbon 
sequestration credits, estate planning, green 
certification, and reimbursement for stewardship plans.  

Opacum Land Trust has worked with a Certified 
Consulting Forester to complete plans for Opacum 
Woods, Clare Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary, Thompson 
Forever Wild Preserve and, with the Town of Monson, 
Flynt Quarry Lands.   These Forest Stewardship Plans 
(misleading, because they do include things other than 
the woods, such as wetlands and meadows, too) give us 
a baseline, reporting conditions on the ground at the 
time the plan is done.  Based on the land’s attributes 
and Opacum’s long-term goals for the property (i.e. 
wildlife habitat) the plan outlines options for 
maintaining or enhancing habitat. 

Interested in learning more?  Join the Stew Club! 

Howie 

For more information: http://www.massaudubon.org/our-
conservation-work/wildlife-research-conservation/forest-
birds and http://www.massaudubon.org/our-conservation-
work/wildlife-research-conservation/statewide-bird-
monitoring/state-of-the-birds 

2015 - 2016 
Volunteer Directors & Officers 
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S hould we be harvesting timber in Massachusetts?  While it is important 
to allow significant amounts of forest to remain in a natural state with as 
little human intervention as possible, harvesting timber is also very 

important.  Many people would be surprised to learn how little timber 
harvesting actually takes place in Massachusetts.  According to the U.S. Forest 
Service the forests of our state are currently growing about 150,800,000 cubic 
feet of wood per year.  The amount of wood harvested annually is 
approximately 27,900,000 cubic feet.  That means we are harvesting less than 
20% of the annual forest growth -- and that doesn't even take into account the 
wood that is already standing.   

“Buy Local”.  This is something we think about when it comes to our food, 
but where does our wood come from?  Researchers at the Harvard Forest in 
Petersham, Massachusetts (Berlik et al, 2002)  noted that we only produce a 
small portion of the wood products we consume here in Massachusetts and 
that we import more than 90% of the wood we use from other parts of the 
world.  And this wood is likely to come from places where there are fewer 
regulations or concerns for water quality, reforestation, or endangered wildlife, 
both flora and fauna, than we have in Massachusetts.  We should also consider 
the carbon footprint left from shipping forest products from around the world 
rather than getting them from closer to home.  Clearly, we can and should be 
producing a greater percentage of the forest products we consume here in our 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

For those of us who care deeply about wildlife, it is important to understand 
that harvesting forest products can provide a cost effective way of changing 
forest composition to benefit specific wildlife species.  While large blocks of 
mature forest provide critical habitat for some wildlife species, there are 
actually a greater number of wildlife species that benefit from a diversity of 
forest age classes, especially young trees and shrubs.  MassAudubon recently 
partnered with the Massachusetts Woodlands Institute and the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation to create a program called 
“Foresters for the Birds”.  Important objectives of the program include helping 
foresters identify specific features of high value to wildlife and ways to tweak 
their timber harvests to provide optimum benefit for many wildlife species.  
The “Birders Dozen”, is a list of twelve target birds experiencing serious 
declines that respond well to carefully planned timber harvesting.   

Another important consideration in support of timber harvesting is its benefit 
for local and regional employment.  In Massachusetts, forestry and logging 
employs 1,003 people with a payroll of $24,500,000 and sales of $62,000,000.  
Wood product manufacturing, (sawmills, etc), employ 2,900 people and 
generates sales of $452,000,000.  Wood energy, excluding local firewood 
production, employs 75 people and generates $24,000,000.  Other forest 
related jobs in Massachusetts include furniture manufacturing, paper 
manufacturing, maple syrup and Christmas tree farms. 

Timber harvesting is not the big threat to our forest that some people envision.  
Currently Massachusetts contains about 3,035,792 acres of forestland.  Of this 
forestland, 64% is owned by private landowners, 20% is owned by the State 
and 13% is owned by local governments.  Harvesting timber provides private 
landowners with another option for generating income other than converting 
their forestland to house lots – which is a far greater threat to forests and 
wildlife.  In the 8 years from 2005 to 2014, 38,000 acres of land in 
Massachusetts were converted from forest or agriculture to development – that 
is an average of 13 acres a day, or roughly 4,700 acres a year.  Sustainable 
forestry is a far preferable choice than development for our forests – a choice 
that can provide economic and wildlife benefits for generations to come.   ��

Reference:  Berlik, M. Mary, David B. Kittredge and David R. Foster, The Illusion of Preservation: A 
Global Environmental Argument for the Local Production of Natural Resources, Journal of Biogeography 
(2002) 29, 1557-1568. 
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Scott Gerrish, 
professional forester  

and member,  
Opacum Land Trust  
Board of Directors. 

The “Birders Dozen” is a list of  
12 target birds experiencing 

population declines that respond 
well to carefully planned timber 

harvesting.   

The list includes the  
black and white warbler,  

black throated blue warbler,  
black throated green warbler, 

Canada warbler,  
chestnut sided warbler,  

eastern towhee,  
eastern wood pewee,  

ruffed grouse,  
veery,  

white throated sparrow,  
wood thrush  

and the 
yellow bellied sap sucker.   
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S everal pieces of legislation have been filed for reauthorization of 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Over the 
past 50 years, the LWCF has helped to conserve natural and 

cultural resources by acquiring hundreds of forests, parks, and 
preserves across America. But this federal funding source will expire 
on September 30, 2015 unless Congress votes to reauthorize it. 

The LWCF is a federal program that conserves irreplaceable lands and 
improves outdoor recreation opportunities throughout the nation. The 
program works in partnership with state and local efforts to acquire and 
protect inholdings and expansions in our national forests, national parks, 
national wildlife refuges, national trails, and Bureau of Land Management 
areas.  The LWCF state grant program supports the acquisition and 
development of state and local parks and recreational facilities.  But the 
program has been chronically underfunded.  Since 1965 when the LWCF 
was created, Congress has not kept the promise of funding the LWCF at 
the authorized level of $900 million annually. 

Despite chronic underfunding, LWCF has had positive forestry, 
conservation, and recreation impacts throughout the country, supporting 
public land protection and outdoor recreation opportunities at the federal, 
state and local levels.  These investments also provide significant boosts to 
tourism, jobs, and local economies.  Nationally, the�outdoor recreation, 
conservation, and historical preservation economy contributes $1.06 
trillion annually to the U.S. economy, and supports 9.4 million American 
jobs (1 out of every 15 jobs in the U.S.). 

The forestry impacts are largely due to the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) 
which was established�by Congress in 1990 and administered through the 
USDA Forest Service.  FLP assists states and private forest owners to 
maintain working forest lands through a matching grant program for 
permanent conservation easement and fee acquisitions.  FLP supports 
timber sector jobs and sustainable forest operations while protecting air 
and water quality, wildlife habitat, access for recreation, and other public 
benefits provided by forests.  Conserving working forest lands contributes 
significantly to local and state economies, especially in rural areas.  The 
National Association of Forest Owners states that U.S. forests support 
more than 2.9 million jobs and contribute $115 billion towards the GDP.  

Since Fiscal Year 2004, FLP has been funded through the LWCF.  While 
demand from the states for FLP funding has been around $200 million a 
year for the past five years, annual program appropriations have averaged 
less than $57 million over that same time period.  FLP is a critical part of 
the suite of state grant programs, including Stateside LWCF grants and 
Section 6 Cooperative Endangered Conservation Fund grants, funded 
through LWCF that assist communities, landowners and states in 
conserving vital working lands, wildlife habitats areas, and outdoor 
recreation. FLP has led to the conservation of over 2.2 million acres of 
working forest lands, primarily through conservation easement purchases, 
with more than fifty percent of project costs leveraged from other sources.  
This has ensured public access to natural resources and recreation lands for 
hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, hiking and other outdoor activities in the 
forty-nine states and the four territories with completed or pending 
projects. 

Now, a broad-based coalition of forestry, conservation, recreation, 
environment, business, historic, and cultural organizations as well as many 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Alan F. Smith, professional 
archaeologist and member, 

Opacum Land Trust.  
Board of Directors. 
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As I have written in previous newsletters and talked 
about in my lectures and programs over the last year, 
our forests and landscape are the product of natural 
and human interaction spanning millennia.  Harvard 
Forest’s Wildlands and Woodlands provides excellent 
perspective on the historic use of New England’s 
forests.  Forests and natural environments are not 
static – they are always changing and adapting.  To 
protect and conserve as much of our remaining 
“natural” and forested lands as possible we must do so 
with the understanding that human communities, our 
communities, must have a viable economic balance 
with any conservation effort.   

For our friends who still have concerns with timber 
harvesting, the “Wildlands” portion of the Wildlands 
and Woodlands vision calls for a percentage of all 
conserved lands to exclude timber harvesting and to 
allow for the natural processes of growth and forest 
succession to occur.  Opacum owns “wildlands” 
properties such as the Thompson Family Forever Wild 
Preserve in Southbridge and follows the wishes of 
donors of land as to how their land will be protected 
and managed in the future.   

In this newsletter, Scott Gerrish, a working forester 
and a member of Opacum’s Board of Directors writes 
about how timber harvesting can be a good thing for 

the environment, for wildlife and for our economy.  
He should know – he makes his living from forestry 
yet cares deeply about wildlife and conserving our 
natural environment.  I walked Opacum’s Morneau 
property in Southbridge with Scott just last week to 
assess a timber harvest on that property – its goal will 
be to remove sick and over-crowded hemlock and 
white ash, tree species that are being impacted by 
invasive species (the woolly adelgid and the emerald 
ash borer, respectively).  In undertaking this harvest 
we will diversify the forest to create more open 
understory, which will provide nesting habitat for a 
wider range of birds, and greater foraging 
opportunities for other animal species.  Nut bearing 
trees will be released from overcrowding to provide 
larger amounts of food for wildlife, and overall the 
quality of the forest stand will be improved so that it 
can be periodically harvested while maintaining, and 
improving, habitat for wildlife.  Proceeds from this 
harvesting will cover the cost of the work and be re-
invested in the property for such efforts as invasive 
species removal and trail improvement.    

Scott and I look forward to providing tours of this 
property to Opacum members and woodland owners 
interested in forestry on their property – so keep an 
eye out for these programs by maintaining your 
membership and signing-up for our enewsletters to get 
more frequent updates.    �  

(Continued from page 1) 

Forestry and Land Conservation 
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By Al Smith 

On August 22nd, Logan J. Melican of Boy Scout Troop 161 in Sturbridge, 
received his Eagle Award at the Eagle Court of Honor held at the Auburn-
Webster Lodge of Elks in Auburn MA.  For his Eagle Scout Project, 
Logan designed and constructed the new foot bridge over Honey Brook in 
the Opacum Woods preserve in Sturbridge.  The old bridge had been 
falling apart and had been closed for several months for safety.  

To accomplish his goal, Logan planned the purchase of materials, 
organized several work days, and assembled teams of volunteers for each 
work session.  His project also included raising the funds necessary for 
materials.  Logan did an outstanding job on this project and we at Opacum 
Land Trust offer our thanks for his work and congratulations on this well-
deserved honor.  Great job, Logan!   �  
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others are working together to secure full and 
dedicated funding of the LWCF at the congressionally 
authorized level of $900 million annually. 

Of the current legislation, Senate Bill 338 and House 
of Representatives Bill 1814 would permanently 
reauthorize the LWCF and�Senate Bill 890 not only 
would permanently reauthorize LWCF, but provide for 
full, dedicated, and permanent funding of the program 
at the authorized level of $900 million annually as 
well. This would stop LWCF’s funding from being 
siphoned off each year in the appropriations process 
for other, unknown and unaccountable purposes.  In 
the fifty year history of the LWCF, over $18 billion 
intended for the LWCF has been lost to the General 
Treasury.  Senate 890 would provide consistent, 
predictable funding at the level Congress deemed 
necessary in 1978 and would finally fulfill the 
LWCF’s true promise to the American people. 

Please contact our Senators, Elizabeth Warren and 
Edward Markey, and urge them to vote for Senate Bill 
890 so that we conserve our forests, our land, our 
waters, our heritage.   �  

(Continued from page 5) 

Land and Water Conservation Fund 

The Plimpton Community Forest is a significant 
success, linking well more than 1,000 acres of 
protected and conservation land, including our 
Opacum Woods Sanctuary and Wells State Park 
in Sturbridge with  Wolf Swamp (Division of Fish 
and Game) and Opacum’s Conservation 
Restriction on the Broz-Simon property in 
Brookfield.  It is an honor for Opacum to have 
been asked to take the responsibility of holding 
the Conservation Restriction for the Plimpton 
Community Forest and we look forward to 
working with the town of Sturbridge and its trails 
and outdoor recreation community to make the 
Plimpton property a great place to visit and enjoy 
nature. 

Opacum continues to work with the town of 
Sturbridge on four other conservation restrictions 
on properties in town, which when completed, 
will bring Opacum’s total conservation 
responsibilities in the town of Sturbridge to  
875 acres.   �  

(Continued from page 1) 

Plimpton Community Forest 
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Opacum Land Trust is a non-profit conservation organization. Founded in 
2000, our mission is to conserve, protect and preserve, in their natural 
condition, the lands and waters of South Central Massachusetts for the 
benefit of present and future generations. All donations are fully tax 
deductible, annual memberships start at $25. 

PO Box 233, Sturbridge MA 01566 
info@opacumlt.org  508-347-9144 

www.opacumlt.org   

Thursday October 1st – “Stew Cub” – come join fellow 
Opacum Members to plan trail work and other projects to 
care for and steward Opacum’s local properties.  Free coffee 
and a light breakfast will be provided for this informal 
gathering.  8:00 to 9:00am, upstairs at the Old Sturbridge 
Village Oliver Wight Tavern’s hospitality room.  Enter 
through the Oliver Wight Tavern bake shop, opposite the 
Visitor Center.   

Thursday, October 15th – “Can Art Save Nature”, 6:30 
to 7:30pm at the Jacob Edwards Library, Southbridge.   
Meet award-winning author Leila Philip and internationally 
renowned artist Garth Evans who are releasing a collection 
of poems by Leila paired with watercolors by Garth that 
celebrate nature and this region where we live.  Enjoy a 
short presentation, discussion and refreshments.  Books 
signed by the authors will be for sale with proceeds going to 
support Opacum Land Trust.  For more info on this project 
go to Water-rising.com. 

Saturday, October 17th – Sturbridge Harvest Festival, 
Sturbridge Town Common, 10:00am to 5:00pm.  Come by 
the Opacum Land Trust table and stock-up on shirts and 
other Opacum gear, in addition to our new trail maps for our 
Opacum Woods, Claire Birtz and Monson Flynt Quarry 
Lands properties.   
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Sunday, October 18th – An adventure to the High 
Rocks of East Brookfield.  This 3.5 hour difficult hike is 
offered in cooperation between Opacum Land Trust and 
the Last Green Valley’s Walktober program.  Pre-
registration is required and limited to the first ten 
physically fit adults.  Pre-register by emailing 
Marcy@tlgv.org, or for more information call  
860-774-3300. 

Thursday, November 19th – “Southbridge’s Changing 
Landscape: Past, Present and Future presented by Ed 
Hood, Executive Director of Opacum Land Trust.  Using 
archaeological, historical and early photographic documen-
tation, Ed Hood, will provide an overview of the human 
impact on the land, and how the landscape we see in 
Southbridge today is the product of the continuous process 
of changing human land use. Using new research from the 
field of land conservation, Ed will provide insights into the 
potential look and feel of towns like Sturbridge in the 
future – a future that is being shaped by our actions today.  
6:30 to 7:30pm, Jacob Edward Library, Southbridge. 


